THE ESSENCE OF BUDDHISM.

THE H8STORIC BUDDHA.

^UDDHISM, or, as it is known among its followers, the
^  Dharma, is the religion preached by the Buddhas. A
Buddha is one who has attained bodhi. By bod hi is meant
an ideal state of intellectual and ethical perfection, which can
be attained by man by purely human means. Of the many
that have attained bodhi the one best known to history is
Gautama Sakyamuni.

Gautama Sakyamuni is generally spoken of as the founder
of the Dharma. But Sakyamuni himself refers in his dis-
courses to Buddhas who had preached the same doctrine
before him. Nor can we speak of the Buddha as the found-
er of Buddhism in the same sense as we speak of the
founder of Christianity or Mahomedanism  The founder of
the former religion is essentially a supernatural being ; he is
the incarnation of the son of God, who is no other than God
himself. No one ran call himself a true Christian, who does
not accept the divinity of Jesus, and who does not believe
that Christ rose from the dead after dying on the cross to
take upon himself the sins of all those who believe in him.
Mahomed, the founder of the latter religion, though not an
incarnation of God or any of his relations or servants, is yet
a privileged human being, who was chosen as the special
vehicle for the communication of a supernatural revelation
to mankind, and no man can call himself a Mahomedan,
who does not believe that Mahomed is the prophet of God.
But the Buddha nowhere claims to be anything more than
a human being. No doubt we find him a full and perfect
man. All the same he is a man among men. He does not
profess to bring a revelation from a supernatural source.
He does not proclaim himself a saviour who will take upon
himself the sins of those that follow him. He distinctly tells
us that every one must bear the burden of his own sins, that